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Uncertainty and fear but restoration completed 
'Reverend Father in God on behalf of my great 
grandfather, who cast these bells in London in 
1878, I request you to dedicate them'. On a 
beautiful winter's afternoon, 16th July, John 
Warner's voice sounded loud and clear in the 
crowded Cathedral of St. Michael and St. 
George, Grahamstown, South Africa. 
As South African television recorded the 
historic event for broadcasting to the nation, 
Bishop David Russell, standing at the foot of 
the great bell tower designed by Sir George 
Gilbert Scott, intoned the Prayer of 
Consecration. One hundred and sixteen years 
after they were cast, the bells were finally 
dedicated. The marble memorial to Dean 
Williams of Skea House, Fermanagh, and 
graduate of Trinity College Dublin, who was 
responsible for the building of the tower and the 
acquisition of the bells, looked down on the 
proceedings: his spirit was with us on this 
wonderful occasion. 
Exceedingly difficult 
Although the bells were first hung in the 
Cathedral tower in 1879, they proved exceedingly 
difficult to ring. Articles in the local newspaper, 
on various occasions, reported that 'the ringers 
are not yet up to their work', which was harsh 
judgement bearing in mind the excessive 
movement of the wooden bellframe. 
A succession of instructors was appointed to 
teach bellringing, but few remained long in 
office. The first was Mr. Bond, engaged in 
September 1879 as 'Master bell-ringer' at £15 
per annum. Unfortunately little is known of 
what Mr. Bond achieved at Grahamstown, but 
few, if any, ringers practised their skills in the 
tower by the end of the century. 
In 1902, after it had proved impossible to raise 
a band to ring the bells on Coronation Day, Dean 
Carter appointed Mr. Stephens of Cape Town 
as Captain and instructor. A Ringers' Guild was 
formed, with a formal set of rules that allowed 
for 24 members, although only eight appear to 
have been recruited. Dr. E. G. Drury, a local 
doctor, obtained a set of handbells as well as 
copies of Troyte's Change-ringing and Jasper 
Snowdon's RDpe sight: an introduction to the art 
of change ringing. This suggests that at least 
some attempts were made at change ringing in 
the early 1900s in Grahamstown, but no records 
exist. 
During 1903 Mr. Stephens left for Johan-
nesburg, but was replaced by Mr. Lancaster. By 
August 1905 however, Lancaster had been 
replaced by 'another Cape Town expert', R. H. 
Walker. By 1908 Mr. Lilley had taken Walker's 
place, only to be replaced about September 1909 
by Mr. Lancaster. 
By the time that Gould's Grahamstown 
Cathedral was published in 1924 the bells were 
only chimed: 'Unfortunately the framing has 
become too insecure to admit of their being 
pealed'. In 1951 Ernest Morris (Bells of all 
Colin Lewis, chainnan of Grahamstown Bells 
Appeal, with John %rner, whose great 
grandfather cast the bells. 
Nations) reported that ·. . . the whole frame 
rocks terribly when the bells are swung up'. a 
few years earlier, in 1939, that noted ringer, 
Canon Ridout, stated that 'They are not in 
order'. In 1954 Dean Hodson said that 'a beam 
prevented the tenor from rising'. 
Surprisingly, in veiw of the state of the frame, 
in 1959 Victor Sheppard wrote that 'Mr. Eardley, 
from Stoke-on-Trent, and his son have fitted new 
ropes and unstuck the grease and rust of years: 
the gudgeons can at least turn . . . some 
beginners are receiving instruction'. 
Unfortunately little seems to have come of this 
initiative. 
Gmhamstmvn Cathedral, South Aft·ica. 
In 1969 training began again under the 
leadership of Bill Jackson from Dalton in 
Furness. Among the recruits was John English, 
who was later to be the architect in charge of 
bell restoration. Mike Berning, the present 
Tower Captain, began to learn the following 
year. Paul Spencer, an accomplished ringer who 
had arrived in town from Huddersfield, also 
joined the tower. 
Under the guidance of Jackson and Spencer 
change ringing began in earnest, and on 23rd 
October 1977 the local band rang a quarter peal 
of Plain Bob Doubles on the front six, conducted 
by Paul Spencer. Ringers from Johannesburg 
had scored the first quarter on the bells a few 
months earlier, Plain Bob Minor on the front 
six on 30th July, followed by another quarter 
of Plain Bob Minor that included two 
Grahamstown ringers on 31st July. Both were 
conducted by D. P. Smith. 
Guild founded 
The South African Guild of Church Bell 
Ringers was founded at a meeting in 
Grahamstown in 1988, when, with great 
difficulty, another quarter peal of Plain Bob 
Doubles was achieved, conducted by D. 
Herbert. The bells were almost unringable and 
Mike Berning, who had taken over as Tower 
Captain when Paul Spencer left Grahamstown 
around 1981, had written that 'the bells have 
grown difficult to ring . . . It is hoped that 
repairs may be possible'. 
(Continued overleaf) 
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GRAHAMSTOWN--continued. 
Colin and Gill Lewis arrived in G.-ahamstown 
in 1989 and immediately began a campaign to 
rehang the bells on a new steel frame. In 
September of that year Dr. Ray Ayres of Eayre 
and Smith produced a plan for a frame for ten 
bells, hung on the same leveL 
At the 1990 meeting of the South African 
Guild it was decided that the restoration of 
Grahamstown should be a Guild project. Eric 
and Jane Webster then began to work tirelessly 
to ensure supp01t from the business community 
of Durban, a city that has strong links with 
Grahamstovm. Colin Lewis persuaded the Vice-
Chancellor of Rhodes University, who had 
become interested in ringing whilst a research 
student at Cambridge University, to involve 
Rhodes University in the project. As a result, 
before the end of the year contracts were signed 
between the Cathedral Council and the South 
African Guild and between the Cathedral 
Council and Rhodes University and fund raising 
began. 
In mid-1991 Eric Webster announced that 
Kochs Cut and Supply Steel Centre of Pinetown 
would fabricate and donate the frame: the 
project was in business. Dick Holmes of Cape 
Town produced fabrication drawings from Ray 
Ayres' plan and work began on the frame. 
Dismantling the bells and wooden frame also 
began and by January 1992 everything was ready 
for local stonemasons to cut holes for the 
foundation girders of the steel frame. An 
enormous amount of work had already been 
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Grahamstown bell ringers, 1994. Back row: Colin Lewis, Nicholas Holmes, Gareth Ubh.vyn, Mike 
Berning, Chris Walwyn; Front row: Gillian Lewis, Michael Echeverra, Rachael Judd, Belinda 
lllilwyn, Megan Cowie, Carolyn Lewis, John English (holding rope). Andy Soper, Ann Dry, 
Catherine Letcher and Chris Hobson were absent when the photo was taken. 
completed: Dennis Hartley, December Dicks 
and his team had lowered bells and frame to the 
ground, Syd Williams had supervised removal 
of floors, and the frame (all six tons of it) was 
ready for shipment. 
Not only had the frame been made, but it had 
been sand blasted and galvanised free of charge 
by Natal firms. In mid February Unicorn Lines 
shipped it free to Port Elizabeth, Port Net 
waived all charges, and Eskom delivered it free 
to the CathedraL Cutting of holes in the tower 
continued, but proved a tough task that was not 
entirely complete when Dave Webster arrived 
from Leicester in mid-March to erect the frame, 
having foregone his annual holidays for this 
dubious pleasure. 
Erecting the frame was far from easy, but 
Dave completed the lower part of it before 
returning to England a month later. Colin Lewis 
and local labourers completed the rest. The next 
problem was that it proved impossible to use the 
old wheels and wooden headstocks. The 
decision was therefore made to remove the 
canons from the bells, to replace the wooden 
headstocks with new metal versions, and to 
install new wheels and other fittings. Eayre and 
Smith duly completed design work and metal 
headstocks were cast in England in October 
1992. 
Great support 
Up until then restoration had proceeded fairly 
easily, but suddenly the political situation 
changed in South Africa. Bombs exploded in 
a number of crowded venues in Grahamstown 
Diocese, with inevitable loss of life. 
Confrontation between a crowd and Ciskei 
troops led to many deaths. Donations to the bell-
fund virtually ceased. 
At this critical point Alan Regin, who with 
Jill had quietly been raising funds in Britain, 
persuaded the Vestry of St. Martin-in-the-Fields 
to donate five redundant bell wheels. Bob Smith, 
with great generosity, offered to supply second 
hand clappers and crown staples, and to 
complete much of the job at cost price, without 
charging for his own labour, if we could get the 
bells to Derby. Restoration was again on course. 
Alistair Cristisson of Johannesburg, who is 
no stranger to shipping millions of tons of timber 
around the world, spoke to his friends and 
Satinarine offered to ship the bells gratis to and 
from Tilbury. Alex Carriers also offered their 
services, gratis, to take the container of bells 
from Grahamstown to Port Elizabeth and vice 
versa. Denis Miller of Danzas Transport agreed 
to act as shipping agent, also gratis. 
The bells sailed for England in April 1993. 
While they were away the Municipality of 
Grahamstown erected a new steel ladder to the 
clock room. (The clock is the Town Clock). In 
October the bells returned, with just enough 
money in the kitty to clear bills, but only R2 000 
to rehang them and install floors, lights and 
soundproofing. 
On the day the bells arrived a retired engineer, 
Mr. Winston Robinson, offered to supervise 
lifting them into the tower, as long as the 
labourers were paid from the restoration fund. 
Two months later Winston had rehung the bells, 
Eric Tasmer had made and donated pulleys and 
pulley boxes, stays and sliders were installed, 
and one floor existe-d under the bells. Colin 
Lewis reckoned he had lived in the tower for 
months! 
In mid-November South African television 
showed the final bell being lifted into the tower 
and the tenor being raised for the first time. John 
English as Cathedral Architect spoke about the 
building itself and Colin Lewis spoke about bells 
and ringing. A few donations began to trickle in. 
Deafening 
On 23rd December, 1993, following prayers 
led by the Dean, the back five were rung for 
the first time since rehanging: they were 
deafening! Then the front six were rung: equally 
deafening. The decision was spontaneously 
made to install a second floor, which was done 
in January 1994 by local carpenters. Eric Tasmer 
and John Engiish made the rope bosses. This 
saved the new ropes, made by Peter Minchin 
and donated by the Transvaal Society, from 
damage. 
Acoustic tiles, redundant from Rhodes 
University, were laid on the new floor, and the 
bells became a joy to ring. The full ocatave was 
rung for the first time on lith March 1994 and 
the bells have been rung each Sunday since 
February as well as twice weekly for practices. 
Ten young people can already ring rounds and 
call changes. (continued on page 828) 
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Dambusters vie with Hampshire j 
peace 1 
You might ask what have Ermington (Devon), 
Eastbourne (Sussex), East Dereham (Norfolk) 
and Boulmer (Northumberland) in common. 
The answer is not that certain people went there 
to ring. Rather the reverse. They gathered from 
these and other places on the last Friday in July 
to ring firstly at Sherfield English (Hampshire), 
then at Kether Wallop and Abbots Ann on their 
way to Amport House near Andover. 
Those in the know will now recognise the 
RA.F Chaplains' School coming into the picture. 
Those even more in the know will recognise the 
venue midst golden wheat fields, t..'Jatched 
cottages with hollyhocks, topiary par excellence 
and exotic cedars bordering the half-mile drive. 
The scene is complete with the annual course 
of the RAF Guild of Bcllringers making its 
impact on local ears. 
I didn't know about the RAFGB when I was 
helping to defend our nation - and it wasn't 
until I retired that I discovered the civil body 
of anns which eternally pull the ropes. So it was 
a pleasant surprise to rediscover the air force 
again this time without its pilots at 50 thousand 
feet or its Regiment poised with its missiles 
pointing skywards. 
We could opJy sport one bell-ringing chaplain 
on the course - he popped in from Germany 
en route to Huntingdon. We weren't all light blue 
either. Nearly half the 40-strong course 
comprised a contingent from the Royal Naval 
Guild of Ringers and they were, as always, most 
welcome. We didn't have any pongos to my 
knowledge - if they can stand still long enough 
to be painted surely there must be some out there 
who can count up to five. 
Theory of hunting method composition is 
what we all tend to be unclear about. We soon 
discovered the meaning of l6xl6xl6 etc. though 
I am still rather unclear about the Homes and 
Wrongs. Mercifully it probably won't matter for 
a few months, so after an hour with the graph 
paper we were out on Saturday in three teams 
doing plain hunt or bob minor basics in 6-bell 
towers while the experts became even more 
expert on eights elsewhere as far afield as my 
own St. Martin's in Salisbury (bliss) and 
Amesbury (calories required). 
Saturday evening was the social highlight. 
New-comers joined old hands to put on a 
creditable rendering of carols on handbells 
(including descant) demonstrating that even 
though the ropes at times prevent us from 
displaying our innate rhythm the handbells 
certainly do not. Some were even able to lap 
first time with handbells to bob minor without 
even knowing the method, but the piece de 
resistance was a prepared duel of an horrendous 
maximus with the RN -vs- RAF taking 
alternate leads. Partiality to my own service 
prevents me from saying which side might have 
won - but it all came round at the end. The 
evening was completed with photographs of 
churches which the guild had rung at since its 
formation 19 years ago. Isn't it surprising how 
little we really remember about the exterior of 
the churches we ring at! 
On Sunday we provided bands to ring at four 
local churches and Ramsey Abbey. Your 
correspondent went to Longparish a beautiful 
postcard village now invaded by the droning 
footprint of the A303 more than a kilometre 
away. We acquitted ourselves well, I thought, 
at doing what we could do best. The Principal 
of the RAF Chaplain's School gave a thought-
provoking sermon on humility and the final 
hymn was to the tune of Dam busters. Then the 
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Winston Robinson among the bells that he recently hung, the tenors are out ofsight in the foreground. 
Dedication of the bells was preceded by the 
ringing of a well-struck quarter of Grandsire 
Triples, L'le first quarter on the octave. The band 
was filmed, earlier in the day, by South African 
television and a programme on the restoration 
and on the South African Guild's striking 
competition held on the morning of the 
dedication service, was broadcast on breakfast 
television one morning in the following week. 
Dedication 
The dedication service took the form of 
Evensong from the Book of Common Prayer, 
followed by the anthem, Bishop's sennon and 
dedication. Thanks to E-mail and the aid of 
ringers in Britain, our organist and choir master 
had produced a medley of bell hymns and carols 
as an anthem. very beautifully sung b'j the robed 
ch01r. 
On behalf of Mr. and Mrs. Koch, Colin Lewis 
asked the Bishop to dedicate the new bell frame, 
which he did. Then a most historic event took 
place. John Warner, great grandson of the 
founder, acting on behalf of his forebear, asked 
the Bishop to dedicate the bells. 
Restoration of Grahamstown's bells has not 
been easy, especially as it was undertaken in a 
period of great uncertainty and considerable 
fear. Nevertheless work valued at R250 000 has 
been completed. Throughout the process Jane 
and Eric Webster have been towers of strength, 
as have Dick Holmes and many other people 
in South Africa, Alan and Jill Regin in London, 
and, above all, Bob Smith. 
Rhodes University, and especially Neil 
Papenfus and his staff in the Development 
Office, and Dr. Henderson the Vice-Chancellor, 
have been most supportive. Three successive 
Deans who have been in office during the 
restoration have been most co-operative, even 
summer ended, it rained, we went back for 
lunch and vowed to meet everyone in 
Northumberland in September or Gloucester-
shire in March. We paid our bills and hurried 
home. For some of us we were just in time tor 
evening service ringing; the others had quite a 
distance to go. 
LES DODD 
Published as submitted to demonstrate the 
impartiality of a pongo Ed! 
if a bit baffled by the seemingly endless 
operations going on in their CathedraL 
Incidentally, not even one service had to be 
postponed or rescheduled due to the restoration 
work. 
Above all, Celsete Cowie, as secretary in the 
Geography Department at Rhodes University 
(where Colin Lewis is Professor) deserves 
special mention: she must have typed thousands 
of restoration letters in the past five years. The 
Rowland and Let.a Hill Will Trust, Bauman 
Trust, Cape Tercentenary Foundation, 
Chairmans Fund, Die Oude Meester 
Foundation, Durban and Grahan1stown City 
Councils and hundreds of individual donors all 
contributed to the success of the project. 
Real success will lie in the years ahead, as 
increasing numbers of young people learn to 
ring on what is now a magnificent ring of bells, 
details of which are given below. In the wordsd 
of the Prayer of Consecration: 
'Bless these bells . . . that . . . they may 
sound loud and clear and call together Thy 
faithful people to the praise and worship of 
Thy Holy Name'. 
Treble Eb 7-0-14 (362 kg.) 
Cast by John Warner and Son, London, 1878. 
2. D 7-l-17 (376 kg.) 
Cast by John Warner and Son, London, 1878. 
3. c 7-2-24 (392 kg.) 
Cast by John Warner and Son, London, 1878. 
4. Bb 9-J-10 (500 kg.) 
Cast by John Warner and Son, London, 1878. 
5. Ab 13-2-27 (698 kg.) 
Cast by John Warner and Son, London, 1878. 
6. G 15-1-14 (781 kg.) 
Cast by John Warner and Son, London, 1878. 
7. F 18-3-19 (961 kg.) 
Cast by John Warner and Son, London, 1878. 
8. Eb 25-2-15 (1,302 kg.) 
Cast by John Warner and Son, London, 1878. 
+ Gloria IN Excelsis Deo. 
Purchased with subscriptions collected by C. H. Huntley, 
C. C. and R. M. Ryall and King of London. 
R. H. Williams, D. D. Dean. W. Gilbert, R. W. Nelson 
(Church Wardens). 
Grahamstown, South Africa. 16 July 1260 
Grandsire Triples: Brandon Semple (Durban) 1, 
Gillian lewis (Grahamstown) 2, David (Dai) Herbert 
(Durban) 3, Tina Stoeklin (Kllifi and Oxford 
University) 4, Peter Clarkson (Johannesburg and 
Gloucester Cathedral) 5, Richard Roberts 
(Johannesburg) 6, Colin A. Lewis(C) 
(Grahamstown) 7, Jimmy Riadore (Cape Town) 8. 
For the Dedication of the bells, bell-frame and 
fittings. First quarter on the octave. 
